
MYTHOLOGY QUIZ #2 – Study Guide 
 
 

• All multiple choice this time – no essay.  
 

• The two great gods of the earth, DEMETER (Ceres) and DIONYSUS (Bacchus) will 
account for about ½ of the questions on the quiz.  Re-read the chapter on them 
and/or your study guide questions.  

 
 

• PAN 
o A lesser god of the earth 
o Part man, part goat 
o Skilled at playing pipes and other instruments; very noisy 
o Makes his home in all wild places 
o Often chasing after one nymph or another, but is always rejected due to his ugliness 

 
• SILENUS 

o Another of the lesser gods of earth 
o A fat, jolly man who rides an ass everywhere because he’s usually too drunk to walk 
o Associated with PAN – in some stories he is PAN’s son, in others just his friend.  

 
• NYMPHS 

o Beautiful female forms; protectors of various parts of nature 
o Water nymphs are called NYADS 
o Forest nymphs are called DRYADS 
o There are several other kinds, but they will not be on the quiz.   
o Often daughters or lovers of gods  

 
• IRIS is the goddess of the rainbow 

 
• HYACINTH 

o He was a friend of Apollo, and one day while the two were throwing a discus back 
and forth Apollo threw it too hard and it killed Hyacinth. The flower that bears his 
name grew where his blood seeped into the ground.  Streaks of color on the flower 
are said to be where Apollo’s tears fell on them.  

o Some versions of the story claim that Hyacinth was jealous of Apollo and also 
Zephyrus, and that Zephyrus made the discus go fast enough to kill Hyacinth.  

 
• NARCISSUS 

o A beautiful and cruel young man who was much loved by several nymphs, but did 
not return their love. One of them cursed him to one day feel the pain of being in love 
without having it be reciprocated. 

o Shortly thereafter, he became so transfixed by his own reflection in the water that he 
couldn’t leave it. He fell in love with his own beauty, which of course did not love him 
back.  

o He leaned over to kiss his reflection, fell in, and drowned. The flower that bears his 
name now grows near the water as a reminder of his story.  

 
• ZEPHYRUS is the god of the west wind, the mildest of the winds. 

o There are other wind gods, but since this one is the most often alluded to it’s the only 
one I’m requiring you to learn.  



 


