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Department: English 
Course Title: Middle School Fundamentals of Language  
 
Primary Text(s): 

 
MacDougal, Little English – Orange Level  

• This is the book we use as a starting point for most concepts; however, we will 
actually spend more time using supplemental materials I’ve compiled from various 
sources.  

• I regret that there is not currently an online version of this textbook available. 
Luckily, though, we have Purdue’s Online Writing Lab (OWL) that we’ll frequently 
use as great resource that you can continue to use throughout your education: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ .  
 

 
Course Description: 

 
The goal of this course is to introduce you to the formal style rules of the English language. 
We will also study grammar in the context of your own writing – how the fundamental 
mechanics of English can be used not only as a set of rules to follow, but also as tools to 
improve the style and effectiveness of your written communication.  
 

 
Instructor(s): 

  
Ms. Neville (creepy but useful pronunciation hint: rhymes with “devil”) 

• This is my first year at CHHS/CHMS, but my ninth year of teaching English. I’m 
thrilled to be here and am enjoying getting to know everyone! 

• I earned both my Bachelor of Science in Education (2004) and Master of 
Education (2007) degrees from Kent State University.  

• My spouse and I live on the east side with our two awesome cats.  
• I love music, traveling, photography, cooking, and all kinds of physical activity. I’ve 

been a vegetarian for well over a decade.  
 

 
Contact Information: 

 
Email --  mneville@cuyhts.org                 Phone- (216) 429-5707 (longest response time, usually)             
Room:  303 
Twitter -- @Ms_Neville (I post things here that are either directly related to class, or will in some way 
meaningfully engage your mind in critical thinking about language arts and life. It is not necessary to be a Twitter 
user to view my tweets – my feed is posted on the right side of my class resource website.)                    
Class Resource Website (used mostly for my English IV and AP Lit classes, but occasionally for FoL): 
http://msnev.wordpress.com  
 

 
Grading: 

 
The school grading scale will be in effect at all times as presented in the school handbook:                     
   
                          100%-95% = A         78%-75% = C  
                         94%-92% = A-        74%-72% = C-  
                         91%-89% =B+         71%-69% = D+  
                         88%-85% = B          68%-65% = D  
                         84%-82% = B-         64%-62% = D-  
                         81%-79% = C+        61%- 0% = F  
 
APPROXIMATE Grade Calculation: 
 

• 5 points every week for participation in class activities and formative assessments 
(total: 45 points/grading period) 



• Homework: 45 points/grading period (roughly one 10-pt. assignment every two 
weeks) 

• Writing assignments (3-4/grading period) 
• Quizzes (20-40 points each; approx. 5/grading period) 
• Tests (approx. 75 points each; 3/grading period) 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Assignments are due on the dates announced. There are no excuses for 
missing these dates when you have had out-of-class time to prepare them. Late work will 
be dropped one letter grade for each day they are late.  
 

 
Class Rules:  

 
1.) Use common sense at all times.  
2.) Don’t be mean – in fact, please make an effort to be caring and supportive of those 

around you. It makes things much more pleasant for ALL of us!  
 
(Yes, that’s it. By now you should know what sort of behavior is expected from you in 
school. If you happen to convince me otherwise, however, we’ll have a talk to remind you. 
Please refer to the discipline ladder in your student handbook for further steps.) 

 
 
Materials needed 
daily: 

 
• A notebook or three-ring binder used exclusively for this class (a single section of a 

binder or multi-subject notebook is also acceptable) 
• A folder to keep all returned assignments in 
• Writing utensils 

 
 
Make-up Work: 

 
Per the Student Handbook, the following policy is in effect: 
 
“Assignments missed due to an excused absence may be made up.  The student is 
allowed a period of time comparable to the period of time absent to complete those 
assignments.  Assignments due on the day of an anticipated excused absence must be 
turned into the teacher on or before the due date. Tests missed because of such absences 
must be made up upon return to class or arranged to be taken early. Assignments, tests, or 
quizzes missed due to unexcused absences from class will not be re-assigned or made 
up.” 
 
If  you know in advance that you will be absent, please notify me.  
 
 

 
What We Will Study: 

 
• parts of speech – review and go much further in depth than you have previously 

experienced: nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, 
conjunctions, interjections, etc.) 

• parts of a sentence 
• kinds of sentences 
• correct usage 
• coordination and subordination 
• parallel structure 
• common modifier placement issues 
• verb tense consistency in academic writing 
• Other language-oriented topics  
• Study skills/note-taking skills 
• Most importantly, we will examine how all of this will be applied to help you 

succeed ALL of the classes you will take during high school and college!  
 

 
Additional 
Information: 

 
I love working with young people, and I am passionate about the material I teach. If you or 
your parents ever have a question or concern, please do not hesitate to get in touch… I am 
here to help you!  
 



 
 
 
 
 


