
1984 Take-Home Quiz over Part 3 (including ch. X of part 2)  

DIRECTIONS: Write your answers in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper and staple it to this quiz. You are 

encouraged to use your book and notes to help you. ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED IN COMPLETE SENTENCES. 

You will not receive full credit if you do not write in complete sentences, and may be docked a point for any response 

that has egregious errors in grammar, spelling, etc. Please take pride in your work!  

1.) How is the breaking of the paperweight symbolic? 
 

2.) In what ways that the government of Oceania distracts its citizens from their own problems similar to the way 
ours distracts us from theirs? (Note: this is not particular to any specific administration or politician, so you can 
comment on any period of American history in your answer.) 

 
3.) In what way is Winston’s fatalism self-fulfilling? Two hints: first, if you don’t remember what fatalism means (we 

used this word way back when we read Beowulf), LOOK IT UP! Second, you may be thinking that Winston was 
fatalistic throughout the whole novel – which is correct. The reason this question in on the part three quiz is that 
the self-fulfillment part.  
 

4.) What ultimately breaks Winston’s spirit and makes him accept all of O’Brien’s truths? 
 

5.) What is the most frightening element of Room 101 to Winston before he even enters it? 
 

6.) Explain the following thought Winston has: “Why should the fruit be held inferior to the flower?” What is this an 
analogy to? What does he mean by it? (You can find this quote about a page and a half into part 2 chapter X, at 
the end of a paragraph.) 
 

7.) How is Winston’s experience in the Ministry of Love connected to a dream he mentioned earlier in the novel?  
 

8.) Look up the song “Testify” by Rage Against the Machine on YouTube or any website that catalogs song lyrics.  It 
alludes to 1984 with what is almost a direct quote. Write it down for your answer to this question.  
 

9.) By the end of part three, chapter two, does Winston conclude that Big Brother exists like he and O’Brien exist or 
that he does not exist in the same way? Provide support for your answer.  
 

10.)  Read the passage in chapter three that begins in the third paragraph with “As you lie there…” and ends two 
pages later with “Now do you begin to understand me?”  Comment on your understanding of what is going on 
here.  
 

11.) What does O’Brien mean when he tells Winston “You are the last man. You are the guardian of the human spirit. 
You shall see yourself as you are…”  
 

12.) Draw a simple sketch of what O’Brien used to get Winston to finally break down. It doesn’t have to be perfect; it 
just has to demonstrate that you understand the descriptive language in chapter five.  
 

13.)  How do Julia and Winston behave towards each other at the end of the novel? Why do they act this way? 

 

14.) What was your reaction to the last sentence of the book? Did you see this coming? Do you believe it? Why or 

why not?  

 

 

Copyright notes: Several questions are adapted from Prestwick House’s teacher resources for 1984. Quotations are from the 1977 Signet Classic edition of the novel.  


