
 

2020-21 Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 
Cuyahoga Heights High School 

Ms. Neville   
Room 301 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------- 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT & TECHNOLOGY ACCESS INFORMATION 
 

Email: mneville@cuyhts.org (fastest response) 
Phone: 216.429.5707 x5789 (longer response time) 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 12-2 PM or any day by appointment 

Class Resource Website:  http://www.EnglishWithNeville.com 
Twitter: @Ms_Neville 

Google Classroom Code: 7pef4km 
Turnitin Class ID: 26064147  Turnitin Enrollment Key: JOINAPLIT21          

Flipgrid Code: neville1486                                           
I highly recommend putting a (free) SCANNING APP on your phone for this class.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 

Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition!  You have enrolled in a rigorous literature course that will 
not only prepare you for college-level coursework and the AP exam you will take in May, but also open your 
eyes to the nuances and intracacies of life all around you. Yes, we will read, explore, and analyze many works of 
literature, but hopefully you will also grow as a person and live life more fully as a result of the insights you gain 
over the course of our time together.  In this detatched world dominated by technology and distraction, 
studying literature teaches us HOW TO BE HUMAN.  
  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

WHAT DO I NEED FOR THIS CLASS? 
 

 A sturdy binder (3”-4” works best for this course) with plenty of loose-leaf paper 

 Pens and pencils (I’m not picky about colors as long as your writing is legible)  

 A composition book  (one of those 7.5”x9.75” notebooks with a smooth binding) 

 Optional but very helpful: small sticky notes and/or a highlighter to help with text annotations 
 
If for any reason you have a legitimate issue with acquiring these supplies, let me know and I will assist you. No judgment, no 
questions asked – honors system.   
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Primary Text:  The Bedford Introduction to Literature, 10th ed. Michael Meyer (Bedford St. Martin’s,  
Pub. 2013)  Please note that while this is the primary text for the course and we will use it frequently, a 
significant portion of course material will come from a variety of other reputable sources. Always bring your 
binder and the novel, play, or handout we’re currently engaged with to class with you.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

mailto:mneville@cuyhts.org
http://www.englishwithneville.com/


 

Course Overview (directly from the College Board):  

 

AP English Literature and Composition is an introductory college-level literary analysis 

course. Students cultivate their understanding of literature through reading and 

analyzing texts as they explore concepts like character, setting, structure, perspective, 

figurative language, and literary analysis in the context of literary works. 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
General Expectations 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 BE PRESENT. This goes for your body AND mind. Be in your seat/on your screen when class 
begins, only leave class momentarily if it is absolutely necessary, and participate actively. This year will be 
over before you know what hit you – so make the most of it by being here, asking questions, 
contributing to discussions, etc!  

 

 BE CIVIL. In this class we actively support each other regardless of any outside situations. Robust 
dialogue and candid peer feedback will be important aspects of this course; therefore, it is imperative 
that we conduct ourselves in a manner that shows respect for others and ourselves. We DISCUSS more 
than we DEBATE, and when we disagree we disagree with opinions rather than the people who have 
them. Each individual must be treated with civility and respect this class. For more details, please see the 
BRAVE SPACE AGREEMENT at the end of this syllabus (Appendix C).  

 

 BE HONEST. Don’t lie. Don’t cheat. Don’t present someone else’s work as your own. Period. 
Nothing is more damaging to your academic integrity; in fact, many colleges and universities have gone 
as far as revoking degrees when such behavior is discovered, even if it happened decades in the past.  
On a more immediate level, you should know I am a stickler for enforcing the academic honesty rules 
outlined in your Student Handbook. I understand that our society often values acheivement over 
character, but I firmly believe that false achievement at the expense of character is nothing to be proud 
of – and my stringent policy enforcement reflects this.  

 

 COMMUNICATE.  If you have questions, concerns, exciting news, etc. please speak up. I do my best 
to make myself available to you,  but can only help you, support you, and celebrate with you when you 
let me know what’s going on! 
 

 TAKE GOOD CARE OF YOURSELF. Although it may seem like it at times, your body is NOT 
merely a transportation system for your head. Likewise, your brain won’t function properly unless it has 
been adequately hydrated, nourished, and rested. Drink water. Eat healthfully. Stick to as regular of a 
sleep schedule as possible. Get physical activity every day. If you don’t already have these habits, you’ll 
be amazed at what a difference they make in your level of mental functioning. Strive to keep a healthy 
balance in your life – mentally, physically, emotionally, spiritually, and socially. 

 

 
 



 

Zoom-Specific Class Norms & Expectations:  
(According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, a NORM is “a principle of right action binding upon 
the members of a group and serving to guide, control, or regulate proper and acceptable behavior.”) 
 
 

1.) As much as is possible, join class from a location that is both comfortable and conducive to learning. 
That might mean something slightly different for each of us, but I recommend sitting somewhere where 
you can see your screen AND take notes in your binder at the same time (i.e. at a desk or table).  

 
2.) While I understand you ultimately can’t control what other people do, please let people who live with 

you know how important it is for them to not distract or interrupt you during class meetings.  
 

3.) Be on time -- for online classes, this actually means being a minute or so early! We will start class right at 
the designated time.  
 

4.) Be prepared! It’s very important that you complete assigned readings and any other assignments 
BEFORE class. I can’t help you much if you haven’t done your part.  
 

5.) If you have a question during class, please feel free to either type it into Zoom’s chat feature or click on 
the hand-raising feature (I will show you how to do this). If you aren’t comfortable asking your question 
in front of the whole class, you’re welcome to send it in the chat box to me privately.  
 

6.) Please ONLY use the chat box for class-related comments and/or questions. I will continuously 
monitor the chat box. BE ADVISED THAT NOTHING YOU TYPE IN THE CHAT BOX IS 
PRIVATE, EVEN IF IT IS LABELED AS SUCH. As the meeting host, I have access to everything. 
You’ve been warned.  
 

7.) I don’t mind if you eat or drink during our Zoom classes, as long as it isn’t distracting to you or to your 
classmates. Please don’t abuse this -- keep it within reason.  
 

8.) This should go without saying, but please be fully clothed for each class meeting.  
 

9.) My expectations regarding language use, respect for others and self, and following Board policies (i.e. 
you aren’t allowed to record any audio, video, or still images during class) are the same online as they are 
in person. Additionally, the same BRAVE SPACE AGREEMENT we have in my classroom is in effect 
during our Zoom meetings.  
 

10.)  Please keep your audio muted unless you have been called on to contribute.  
 

11.)  For this class and this class only, whether or not you keep your camera on at all times is your choice. I 
much prefer being able to see all of you and believe that having your camera on keeps you more 
engaged in class, BUT I also understand that occasionally there are legitimate reasons for wanting to 
turn off your camera for a moment. If you do choose to turn off your camera for a brief period of time, 
please continue to participate actively in class. I can and will still call on you to answer questions if you 
turn off your screen, and if you aren’t actually there I will mark you absent from class.  
 

12.)  I will report attendance for every class meeting to the main office; this will be done multiple times 
during each class and you will most likely not even realize I am doing so. In other words, be present the 
whole time every time unless your parent/guardian has followed proper procedures to call you off.  

 



 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Course Outline 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
NOTE: This is a brief outline is subject to change as needed, and is not a comprehensive list of every reading, writing, and speaking assignment you 
will have all year. Please refer to the monthly assignment schedules Ms. Neville provides for you. Additional works may be required and/or 

selected and the order of the major works on this outline may be changed at your teacher’s  discretion. 

 

 
1st Quarter  (August 19th - October 16th)  

 Discussion of & writing about summer reading: The Awakening, additional chosen novels (either The 
Kite Runner  or There There), and chosen contemporary poetry collections (Counting Descent, Citizen Illegal, If 
They Come for Us, or Deaf Republic) 

 College Application Essay/Personal Statement  

 Refinement of basic literary studies knowledge, big ideas, and enduring understandings: character, 
setting, structure, narration, figurative language, etc.  

 Short Fiction Unit 1: “Interpreter of Maladies” by Jhumpa Lahiri,” “The Story of an Hour” by Kate 
Chopin, “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gillman, “What Terrible Thing it Was” by Esme 
Weijan Wang, “Everything is Far from Here” by Christina Henriquez 

 Poetry Unit 1: “Mirror” by Sylvia Plath; “The Fish” & “The Art of Losing” by Elizabeth Bishop, “To 
The Virgins, to Make Much of Time” by Robert Herrick, “To His Coy Mistress” by Andrew Marvell, 
“Last Night” by Sharon Olds, four translations of “La Guitarra” by Federico Garcia Lorco, “Dover 
Beach” by Matthew Arnold, “London, 1802” by William Wordsworth, “Anthem for Doomed Youth” & 
“Dulce et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen, “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost, “Good Bones” by Maggie 
Smith, “Getting Ready to Say I Love You to My Dad, It Rains” & “I Walk Into Every Room and Yell 
‘Where the Mexicans At’” by Jose Olivarez, “Teaching My Mother English Over the Phone” by Eloisa 
Amezcua, “Watching a Fight at the New Haven Dog Park” by Hanif Abdurraqib, “Golden Retrievals” 
by Mark Doty, “The Hawk” by Ted Hughes  

 Longer Fiction or Drama Unit 1: Beloved by Toni Morrison, accompanied by select poems by Phyllis 
Wheatley and brief excerpts from The 1619 Project 

 AP writing prompt analysis & response workshops 1-3 with individual feedback and global 
commentary 

 Binder quizzes 1-2  

 Composition book collections 1-2 

 Personal Progress Checks 1-2 in AP Classroom 
 

 AP poetry, prose & open prompts; AP multiple choice 
2nd Quarter (October 19th - December 17th)  

 AP writing prompt analysis & response workshops 4-6 with individual feedback and global 
commentary 

 Short Fiction Unit 2: “Sonny’s Blues” by James Baldwin, “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, “Cathedral” by Raymond Carver “The Red Convertible” by Louise Erdrich, “Girl” by 
Jamaica Kinkaid, “The House on Mango Street” by Sandra Cisneros 

 Poetry Unit 2: Sixteen poems by Clint Smith, metaphysical poems, Shakespearean sonnets 

 Longer Fiction or Drama Unit 2: Hamlet by William Shakespeare and/or 1984  by George Orwell 

 Binder quizzes 3-4  

 Composition book collections 3-4 

 Personal Progress Checks 3-5 
 



 
3rd Quarter (January 4th – March 12th) 

 Longer Fiction or Drama Unit 3: Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison and/or Frankenstein by Mary 

ShelleyShelley 

 Poetry Unit 3  

 AP writing prompt analysis & response workshops 7-10 with individual feedback and global 
commentary  

 Multiple choice question analysis & strategy 

 Binder quizzes 5-6  

 Composition book collections 5-6  

 Personal Progress Checks 6-7 
 
4th Quarter (March 16th –   [seniors’ last day in May]  

 Personal Progress Checks 8-9 

 Independent reading over spring break – novel of choice + presentation (choices TBA) 

 Literary Research Paper  

 AP writing prompt analysis & response workshops 11-12 with individual feedback and global 
commentary  

 Intense review and preparation for AP exam 

 AP Literature & Composition Exam: Wednesday, May 6 at 8:00 AM!  

 Post-exam activities: Survival English; senior project 

 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Course Requirements, Policies, and Procedures 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Covid-19 Protocols 
These will be developed and established by administration prior to our return to in-person school, and I will 
enforce them 110%. Full disclosure: I’ve lost loved ones to this virus, so the pandemic is no joke to me.  
 
AP English Binder  
Students must keep all notes, assignments, and handouts in a three ring binder specifically designated for AP 
English Literature and Composition. EVERYTHING in your binder should be dated, labeled/titled, and 
kept in order. Date and label the notes you take in class, date your handouts, date and label your homework 
assignments. You will take regular binder quizzes that require you to have all class materials and know 
what they are and when they were assigned/completed. While this may be different from the (nearly) 
instant gratification of having each homework assignment collected and posted individually, AP courses are 
designed to be like college classes. One of the biggest shocks many college freshmen suffer is the realization that 
their entire semester grade is determined by a very small number of assessments (example: four tests, three 
papers, no homework/participation/bonus points). I assure you you will receive a great deal of feedback from 
me in class, but you will breathe much easier if you accept that some of the most important work done in this 
class is work you will not immediately receive points for.  
 
Composition Book  
At the beginning of the year you will be issued a composition book to use for short reflective writing 
assignments completed in class 2-3 times per week. Twice per grading period I will collect your composition 
book and read/comment on any three entries you select to be graded.  



 
Academic Honesty 
Please refer to the CHHS Student Handbook for the complete policy. I take this VERY seriously.  
 
Make-up Work and Late Work 
Please refer to the CHHS Student Handbook for the complete policy, including the parts about vacations, college 
visits, etc. One addition: if you are absent for three consecutive quizzes or tests (or a combination of the two), I 
will have a chat with you about the situation. If you are then absent for the next quiz or test, I will call home.  
 
If you do not have a major assignment (essays, presentations, etc.) ready on the day it is due, you may receive up 
to ½ credit for it on the next school day. After that, no credit will be awarded. Please keep in mind that several 
assignments you do in this class (especially Socratic Seminars and presentations) involve the whole class depending 
on you to help them learn something they need to understand for their own success in class – so do your part by 
being prepared! We are on a very tight schedule in AP Lit, so it is imperative that you stay on track. 
 
Phones and Other Electronic Devices  
My philosophy on personal devices is that it’s better for me to help you learn proper etiquette for using them in 
an academic or professional setting rather than to ban them from my classroom altogether. That said, please keep 
your phones, etc. out of sight during class unless specifically instructed otherwise. Do not use your device in class 
unless I have specifically granted you permission to do so (i.e. using a particular app as part of a class activity). 
Please DO NOT send Snaps, post to Instagram, etc. from this class – the School Board’s policies clearly state 
that electronic recording of any kind is not permitted without consent.  
 
Calendar of Assignments & Assessments 
You will regularly receive instructor-generated agendas covering a three to five week period.  The handout will 
include: specific due dates for chapters and/or poems, dates for timed in-class essays, dates for tests and 
scheduled quizzes; dates for Formal Critical/Analytical Papers (you will be given detailed handouts and rubrics 
Formal Critical/Analytical Papers in advance). Please note that it may occasionally be necessary for your teacher 
to make adjustments to the schedule after it has been distributed; therefore, please pay close attention to 
directions given in class.  
 
Reading Assignments 
We will read 6-10 major works, both novels and plays, and 70+ poems. For novels and plays, students will 
usually be expected to complete a “Questions, Notes, & Quotes” (QNQ) for each assigned reading unless 
directed otherwise (see instructions near the end of this document). 
 
Students are expected to complete all assigned reading and be prepared for class discussion.  During the course 
of the year, we will engage in in-depth analytical reading, also known as close reading.  Students are expected 
to annotate/ write margin notes and/or keep separate notes as they read, paying careful attention to details such 
as rhetorical features, structure, themes, motifs, style (diction, imagery, tone, figurative language), and the social 
and historical contexts and values expressed in the texts.   
 
 
Writing Instruction 
During our year together, we will discuss the features of effective writing. A wide variety of writing instruction 
will be provided, including discussion and handouts on logical patterns of organization; instruction on balancing 
general analysis with specific, concrete support; and effective use of rhetoric. 
 
We will also cover the essentials of MLA format in detail, including parenthetical citation, use of quotations and 
the Works Cited page.  These concepts will be reenforced through lessons and discussion throughout the year. 
 
 
Timed Writing 



 
Students will write two timed essays in each nine week grading period as we progress toward the AP exam.  The 
vast majority will be past AP English Literature prompts: poetry, prose, and open FRQs.  Some instructor-
designed prompts will also be included.  For example, after our dicussion of Hamlet, you may be given an exam 
where you are given three prompts and will select only one as the basis for your composition.  AP prompts will 
be graded on the 6-point scale.  You will be given a generic 6-point rubric at the start of the year; I will discuss 
and explain the rubric in-depth; I will also provide the specific rubric for the specific prompt when available. We 
will frequently examine sample student essays and engage in mock scoring sessions. 
 
 
Formal Critical/Analytical Papers: Writing to Explain (Expository) and Writing to Evaluate 
Students will write three or four typed, revised critcal/analytical essays (3-5 pages) and one major typed, revised 
analytical research paper (6-8 pages).  The majojrity of writing you will do in college will be largely 
argumentative, so the key to successful essays for this class is a clearly articulated position that the writer 
sustains throughout the paper supported by specific evidence from the text(s). 
 
For each critical/analytical paper, students will receive a detailed handout with specific instructions, including a 
scoring rubric specific to the essay.  A rough draft will be required; we may complete in-class peer review of 
essays.  The completed essay will receive substantial teacher commentary on the text, an end note, and a marked 
scoring rubric indicating successful elements and areas for improvement . 
 
Students will generate the topics for their analytical research paper based on one or more of the major works we 
have studied during the year:  multiple outside sources and literary criticism, and MLA format, including 
parenthetical citation, use of quotations and the Works Cited page, required.  Students will submit a formal 
proposal for approval and must complete an MLA outline as part of the process.  Proceedures for the rough 
draft, peer review, and evaluation of the paper are the same as for the critical/analytical essays.   
 
 
Class Discussion/Participation 
We will actively engage the material throughout the year via class discussion.  I often begin the day with a brief 
lecture, framing essential questions for the lesson.  On many days, I will also address some issue related to the 
features of effective writing.  After that, we will move to active discussion, using a series of questions and 
answers modeled on the Socratic method.  Students will be asked to make assertions and claims about the 
material and support with specific textual details and quotes.  Since your homework will primarily consist of 
formulating questions and locating quotations and details, all students should be ready for class discussion.  I 
frequently call on students for responses to specific questions whether or not they have their hands raised.  Be 
prepared. 
 
 
Participation Points, Bonus Points, Etc.  
As explained above, active participation is an important part of this class – while you don’t receive specific 
participation points, I do keep track of your participation and those records often come into play when I decide 
whether or not to round up a borderline grade.  Also, it is no coincidence that students who actively engage in 
class discussions and activities are often the ones who consequently do the best on tests, writing assignments, 
and presentations. Finally, I do not award bonus points for non-academic contributions such as bringing in 
tissues or hand sanitizer – so please don’t ask!  
 
 
Assignment Categories  
 

 Practice AP Essays – You will handwrite these essays in class as practice for taking the AP exam. In 
order to be true to the experience, you will only have 40 minutes to write and will only write one draft. 
Likewise, these essays will be scored in the same manner in which AP Readers score them  -- this means 



 
you will receive your essay back with a 1-6 score (conversions listed below) and few if any comments on 
them (AP readers aren’t supposed to mark on the essays at all, but as your English teacher sometimes I 

just can’t help myself ). In lieu of the usual on-essay feedback, I will provide a form of whole-class 
feedback known as Global Commentary, which you will then apply to your own essay in order to take a 
higher level of ownership regarding improving your writing. (Please see next page for score conversions) 
 
 

Score on 
AP Rubric  

Score /30 pts. = % 

6 30/30 = 100% A 

5 28/30 = 93.3% A- 

4 27/30 = 90% B+ 

3 24/30 = 80% C+ 

2 21/30 = 70% D+ 

1 19/30 = 63.3 D- 
* Point values and percentages have been rounded to the nearest half point in 

order to be compatible with Progress Book entry. 
 

 
 

 Formal Analytical Essays – These are any essays that must be typed in MLA format and that you are 
given several days or even weeks to produce.  Additionally, most essays that fall into this category will 
require multiple drafts, research, citations, a works cited page, etc.  

 

 Quizzes – Most scheduled quizzes are over Vocabulary/Cultural Literacy/Literature and consist of 
mostly objective questions. Most scheduled quizzes are worth 50 points each. Occasional pop quizzes 
will be given for approximately 10 points each.  

 

 Binder Quizzes – These bi-weekly open-note quizzes are worth 30-40 points each. This is how you get 
credit for doing your homework!  

 

 Seminars/Presentations – Individual/partner presentations and Socratic Seminars require considerable 
planning and a more polished execution than regular class discussion, so they must be taken very 
seriously. You will receive directions and a rubric before being assigned a presentation or seminar role.  

 

 Tests – Tests are announced well in advance. Some tests are entirely objective, some are entirely written; 
most are a combination of objective questions and writing tasks.  

 

 College/Career Portfolio Components – Resume, College Admissions Essay, etc.  
 
 
Please note when checking your grades on Progress Book that an assignment is not considered missing unless it 
is specifically marked as such. If an assignment is listed but a grade is not posted for it, this simply means I have 
not entered a grade for you yet.  

 

 

Grading Scale & Weighted Course Grades  

The grading scale for all English classes at CHHS is as follows:  

 

 

 



 
   95%-100%  A  75%-78%  C 

   92%-94%  A-  72%-74%  C- 

   89%-91%  B+  69%-71%  D+ 

   85%-88%  B   65%-68%  D 

   82%-84%  B-  62%-64%  D- 

   79%-81%  C+  0%-61%  F 

 

Because this is an AP course, your grade will be weighted more heavily than non-AP courses when calculating 

your GPA. Please see your Student Handbook for details.  

 

 
Grade Category Weighting 
After much discussion, the English department has decided that various grading categories will not be weighted 
for the 2020-21 school year. As mentioned above, though, your GPA will still be weighted as an AP course. Class 
grades will be determined exclusively based on points earned.  
 

 
The AP Exam  

Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP Exam. Not only have you spent all year preparing for it, but 
most colleges and universities award units of credit for passing scores. If for any reason you are considering not 
taking the exam, please confer with me before making this decision. As of now, a full-length AP Literature and 
Composition exam is ready and waiting for you to take in May, and the College Board fully intends to 
administer the full exam.  

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------ 

 
 

Directions for Questions, Notes, & Quotes (QNQ)  
 

 Questions about the reading.  Write questions about the novel or play for class 
discussion.  Think of interesting or thought provoking questions for your peers and 
instructor to explore in depth.  

 

 “Quotable quotes.”  Select quotes that provide insight into the text, that you are curious 
about, or otherwise capture your interest.  Record page # and reason for choosing.  

 

 Class Notes (and a recommendation) 
Required: Take substantial notes on classroom discussion.  Strong note taking 
skills are critical for academic success.    
 
Recommended:  Buy your own copy and annotate the text or keep reading notes.  
Focus on key themes, characters, symbols as you read. 

 
 
 



 

Classroom Perks  
(for when we are back in the actual classroom… fingers crossed!) 

 

Classroom library – I’m happy to offer you your own bookcases of reading materials – current popular 

fiction, high-interest nonfiction, young adult lit, and helpful reference books. Feel free to borrow any books 
from the shelves with green and blue library signs on top. I use a library management app to keep track of book 
sign-outs, so when you find a book you’d like to borrow please bring it to me so I can scan it with my phone. 
When you are done with the book please return it directly to me so I can scan it again. Please note that while 
some have been donated or granted, I’ve purchased most of them with my own money and therefore hope you 
will pay extra special attention to taking good care of them and returning them when you’re done.  

 
Help Yourself Shelf – The wooden bookshelf by the door (where you turn in assignments) is generally 

stocked with items you are welcome to use for their intended purposes while you are in this room (tissues, hand 
sanitizer, writing utensils, tape, stapler, three-hole punch, etc.). You don’t need to ask to use them – simply 
help yourself.  
 

Charging Station/Phone Storage -- I have set up a charging station for you in the front right 

corner of the room; you are welcome to use this at any time. Additionally, during tests and quizzes you are 
REQUIRED to put your phone in one of the wall pockets (write your assigned pocket number here so you’ll 
remember it: _________). If at any point I notice that your phone has become a distraction during class, I may 
ask you to wall pocket your phone for the remainder of class that day. Fear not: there is a clock on the wall, and 
if you need the internet for class activities you can use a chromebook.  

 

 
 
 
 

                   
cartoon copyright 2016 Wiley Ink 

 
 



 

Appendix A:      I am Not a Robot!  
(Or, Some Fun Facts About Ms. Neville in Case You’re Interested) 
 
 

 This is my seventeenth year teaching high school English. I love what I do! Without the ability to 
communicate effectively, life is much harder – so I work hard to help students develop the best skills 
possible. I am passionate about reading, writing, and advocating for young people.  
 

 I am an avid reader and writer, and a published poet. I strongly believe that as a language arts teacher it 
is my responsibility to be engaged both personally and professionally in the subject matter I teach!  
 

 I love to travel. I studied abroad in London, England for a whole summer, and in 2007 I did a teacher-
to-teacher project in Istanbul, Turkey. I’ve also visited other countries in Europe, Asia, and Latin 
America. I’m currently making an effort to see more of the United States, because to be completely 
honest there is a vast amount of this country that I have yet to experience.  

 

 I’ve been a vegetarian since I was about your age. 
 

 I live in Cleveland in the Tremont neighborhood with my spouse, Chris, and our three cats Violet, 
Oscar, and Hermanito.  

 

 I have three nieces and three nephews, each of whom I absolutely adore. The oldest is a freshman at 
Kent State this year, and the youngest is in Pre-K!  

 

 I love physical activity of all sorts – I was a gymnast for many years and played softball and volleyball 
for many years.  I am also a certified yoga teacher! I’ve been practicing yoga since I was 19 and love 
sharing it with others.  

 

 I have a Bachelor of Science in Education (Integrated Language Arts 7-12) with a minor in 
English; also, I have a Master of Education (Curriculum & Instruction) degree and am also halfway 
through a Master of Arts in English degree.  

 

 I’m a National Board Certified Teacher (that’s a significant credential beyond a master’s degree).  
 

 I’m an AP Literature Reader – this means that every summer I work for the College Board scoring 
actual essays actual students wrote for their AP Literature exams. This helps me be very prepared to 
teach you how to write for the exam!  

 

 A quick (but important) note about my name: I am MS. Neville, not MRS. Neville or MISS Neville. 
Yes, it matters! “Ms.” Is pronounced MIZ and “Neville” rhymes with “devil.” Thank you for using my 
correct name, just like I make an effort to use yours.  
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Appendix B:   TOP 21st CENTURY JOB SKILLS 

 
 

1.) Critical thinking and problem solving 
 

2.) Collaboration across networks and leading by influence 
 

3.) Agility and adaptability 
 

4.) Initiative and entrepreneurship 
 

5.) Accessing and analyzing information 
 

6.) Effective oral and written communication 
 

7.) Curiosity and imagination 
 

8.) Willingness to experiment, take calculated risks, and tolerate 
failure 

 
9.) Capacity for “design thinking”: empathy, integrative thinking, 

optimism, experimentalism, and collaboration. 
 
 

Everything we do in this class helps to develop one 
or more of these skills!  
 
 
 
* Source: Creating Innovators: The Making of Young People Who Will Change the World by Tony Wagner, 2012 

 



 

Appendix C:   Syllabus Acknowledgment  
    & Brave Space Agreement 

 
Please read, sign, scan, and submit this page to Google Classroom as assigned.  
 

 

 

 

PART ONE: SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

By signing your name below, you acknowledge that (1) you have received this syllabus, (2) you have read it 

in its entirety, and (3) Ms. Neville has elaborated on it verbally and provided you with an opportunity to 

have any questions about its content addressed.  

 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________ 

Signature      Date 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Printed Full Name 

 

 

 

PART TWO: BRAVE SPACE AGREEMENT 
 

By signing your name below, you acknowledge that (1) as a community of learners we are bound by these 

five main elements of a Brave Space environment, and (2) Ms. Neville has verbally elaborated on these 

elements and has offered you the opportunity to have any questions about them addressed.  

 

(1) Controversy with civility – students respect varying opinions, even when they disagree. 

(2) Owning intentions and impacts – students acknowledge and discuss instances where a dialogue 

has affected the emotional well-being of another person.  

(3) Challenge by choice – students have an option to step in and out of challenging conversations.  

(4) Respect – students show respect for each others’ basic personhood.  

(5) No attacks – students agree to never inflict intentional harm upon another.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________ 

Signature      Date 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Printed Full Name 

 
 

Brave Space elements are adapted from the NASPA Policy and Practices Series: Safe Spaces and Brave Spaces by Diana Ali, 2017.  


