
2020-21 Journalism Syllabus 
(all levels) 

Ms. Neville  *  Rm. 301 

 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT & TECHNOLOGY ACCESS INFORMATION 

 

Email: mneville@cuyhts.org (fastest response) 

Phone: 216.429.5707 x5789 (longer response time) 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 12-2 PM or any day by appointment 

Class Resource Website:  http://www.EnglishWithNeville.com 

Twitter: @Ms_Neville 

Google Classroom Code:  kkqyzyt 

Turnitin Class ID: 26103556   Turnitin Enrollment Key: JOINJ20201        

Flipgrid Code: neville8132                                          

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

What supplies do I need for this class? 

 Writing utensils 

 A 2-3” binder with loose leaf paper  

 A folder (preferably one that can be kept in your binder)  

 

What are the goals of this class?  

 Students will learn skills necessary to communicate effectively in the news media today and in the future. 

These communication skills include writing, information gathering, analysis, and synthesis.  

 Students will learn to become intelligent and active consumers of the mass media.  

 Students will have the opportunity to discover, explore, and practice the various journalistic forms of 

written, visual, and oral communication.  

 Students will experience peer critiques, coaching, and teacher-provided evaluation of communication skills.  

 Students will understand and practice the legal and ethical responsibilities inherent to a free press guaranteed 

under the First Amendment and various court cases interpreting it.  

 Students will learn and apply copy editing and journalistic styles while enhancing their ability to correctly use 

the English language. 

 Students will understand and apply the importance of meeting deadlines.  

 Students will learn and apply critical thinking and analytical skills in developing story ideas and expressing 

their own views.  

 Students will learn to present their work in effective ways for the medium used, be it print or electronic.  

mailto:mneville@cuyhts.org
http://www.englishwithneville.com/


 Students will learn to apply their knowledge of news values and journalistic principles in understanding their 

various communities.  

 Students will learn the importance of the forum concept and its use in a democracy.  

 Students will produce and manage Cuyahoga Heights High School’s newspaper, as well as produce online 

content and (in-person schooling permitting) morning announcements.  

* ** These goals have been adapted from JEA model curriculum.  

 

How will I earn a grade in this class? 

 Quite simply, DO YOUR ASSIGNMENTS. Do them ON TIME and COMPLETELY, with PRIDE and 

ATTENTION TO DETAIL. This class is unique in that it is tied to a publication schedule with hard 

deadlines. No complete article turned in on time = big blank space on a page of a publication that circulates 

around the whole school community!  

 

 Current Events Quizzes: These occur weekly. They each consist of 8-10 questions covering world, national, 

and local news from the past week, so in order to be prepared for them you should keep up on what’s 

happening in the world by regularly checking a variety of credible news sources (see 

EnglishWithNeville.com for a list of suggestions). During these quizzes, computer monitors must be 

switched off and phones must be out of sight.  

 

 Unit Quizzes: You will have 2-3 unit quizzes each grading period. These range from 30-50 points each and 

are announced well in advance.  

 

 News Articles These are graded on the quality of your writing and reporting in accordance with what we 

have learned in class. A rubric will be provided in advance. The highest quality articles will be published in 

various school-sponsored media.   

 

 In-class Assignments and Projects: You will have a variety of these throughout the year worth anywhere 

from 5-75 points.  

 

 Midterm and Final Exam: There will be a project-based midterm and final for this class. Details will be given 

well in advance.   

 

Other Considerations:  

 Science labs will require several of you to miss class once, twice, or even three times per week. It is your 

responsibility to keep track of which days you are supposed to be in your science lab(s) and to report there 

on time. If you must miss Journalism for a science lab any day(s) of the week, it is imperative that you see 

me the next day for any notes or assignments you missed. While some due dates get altered in advance for 

students who have science lab interference, you are generally expected to keep up with the rest of class.  

 

 



General overview of what we will learn and do each grading period (we may go 

slightly out of order as necessary):  

 

1st Quarter 
 

 Interviewing and other information gathering 
techniques 

 Journalistic writing genres  

 Lead and headline writing 

 Newswriting organization techniques & other 
writing strategies 

 Article critiques 

 Weekly current events quizzes  

 Newspaper issue Oct. 15 

 Media, culture, & democracy 

 Use of non-offensive language 
 

 

2nd Quarter 
 

 Publication layout principles  

 Adobe InDesign tutorials and practice assignments 
(if in face-to-face school) 

 Brief intro to photojournalism 

 Article and photo critiques  

 Weekly current events quizzes 

 Newspaper issue Dec. 15 

 Midterm project  

 History o media in America  

 Language refinement 

3rd Quarter 
 

 Opinion writing 

 Columnist project 

 Editorial cartoons & satire  

 Article and photo critiques  

 Weekly current events quizzes 

 Newspaper issue Feb. 15 

 Language refinement  

 Typography 
 

4th Quarter 
 

 Article, photo, graphic, and layout critiques 

 Writing refinement techniques  

 Weekly current events quizzes   

 Newspaper issue April 15  

 Language refinement 

 Final project  
 

 

 

 

Special Note for Students Enrolled in Journalism 2, 3, & 4:  

You are expected to take a leadership role in class this year, putting your experience and expertise to work to help J1 students 

learn what you learned in previous years. In addition, your versions of unit quizzes and projects will be more advanced and 

you will take on editorial responsibilities with published articles.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Some General Expectations 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 BE PRESENT. This goes for your body AND mind. Be in your seat when the bell rings, only ask to leave 
if it is ABSOLUTELY necessary, and participate actively. This is likely one of the most demanding and 
rewarding classes you will take in high school, and it will be over before you know what hit you – so make 
the most of it by being here, asking questions, contributing to discussions, etc.  

 

 BE CIVIL. In AP Lit class we actively support each other regardless of any situations outside of the 
classroom. Heated discussion, peer feedback, and other forms or constructive criticism will be important 
aspects of this course; therefore, it is imperative that you understand attacking a fellow student (or faculty 
member) on a personal level will NOT be tolerated. People are not objects put on earth for your 
entertainment – each individual will be treated with civility and respect in room 301.  

 

 BE HONEST. Don’t lie. Don’t cheat. Don’t present someone else’s work as your own. Period. Nothing is 
more damaging to your academic integrity; in fact, even elite colleges and universities have gone as far as 
revoking degrees when such behavior is discovered, even if it happened decades in the past.  On a more 
immediate level, you should know I am a stickler for enforcing the academic honesty rules outlined in your 
Student Handbook. I understand that our society often values acheivement over character, but I firmly 
believe that false “achievement” at the expense of character is nothing to be proud of – and my stringent 
policy enforcement reflects this.  

 

 COMMUNICATE.  If you have questions, concerns, exciting news, etc. please speak up. I do my best to 
make myself available to you,  but can only help you, support you, and celebrate with you when you let me 
know what’s going on!  

 

 TAKE GOOD CARE OF YOURSELF. Although it may seem like it at times, your body is NOT merely 
a transportation system for your head. Likewise, your brain won’t function properly unless it has been 
adequately hydrated, nourished, and rested. Drink water. Eat fruits and vegetables as often, and eat anything 
your great-grandparents wouldn’t recognize as food sparingly. Stick to as regular of a sleep schedule as 
possible. Get physical activity every day. If you don’t already have these habits, you’ll be amazed at what a 
difference they make in your level of mental functioning. Strive to keep a healthy balance in your life – 
mentally, physically, emotionally, spiritually, and socially.  

 

 

 

Zoom-Specific Class Norms & Expectations:  

(According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, a NORM is “a principle of right action binding upon the members 

of a group and serving to guide, control, or regulate proper and acceptable behavior.”) 

1.) As much as is possible, join class from a location that is both comfortable and conducive to learning. That might 
mean something slightly different for each of us, but I recommend sitting somewhere where you can see your screen 
AND take notes in your binder at the same time (i.e. at a desk or table).  

 



2.) While I understand you ultimately can’t control what other people do, please let people who live with you know how 
important it is for them to not distract or interrupt you during class meetings.  
 

3.) Be on time -- for online classes, this actually means being a minute or so early! We will start class right at the 
designated time.  
 

4.) Be prepared! It’s very important that you complete assigned readings and any other assignments BEFORE class. I 
can’t help you much if you haven’t done your part.  
 

5.) If you have a question during class, please feel free to either type it into Zoom’s chat feature or click on the hand-
raising feature (I will show you how to do this). If you aren’t comfortable asking your question in front of the whole 
class, you’re welcome to send it in the chat box to me privately.  
 

6.) Please ONLY use the chat box for class-related comments and/or questions. I will continuously monitor the chat 
box. BE ADVISED THAT NOTHING YOU TYPE IN THE CHAT BOX IS PRIVATE, EVEN IF IT IS 
LABELED AS SUCH. As the meeting host, I have access to everything. You’ve been warned.  
 

7.) I don’t mind if you eat or drink during our Zoom classes, as long as it isn’t distracting to you or to your classmates. 
Please don’t abuse this -- keep it within reason.  
 

8.) This should go without saying, but please be fully clothed for each class meeting.  
 

9.) My expectations regarding language use, respect for others and self, and following Board policies (i.e. you aren’t 
allowed to record any audio, video, or still images during class) are the same online as they are in person. Additionally, 
the same BRAVE SPACE AGREEMENT we have in my classroom is in effect during our Zoom meetings.  
 

10.)  Please keep your audio muted unless you have been called on to contribute.  
 

11.)  For this class and this class only, whether or not you keep your camera on at all times is your choice. I much prefer 
being able to see all of you and believe that having your camera on keeps you more engaged in class, BUT I also 
understand that occasionally there are legitimate reasons for wanting to turn off your camera for a moment. If you do 
choose to turn off your camera for a brief period of time, please continue to participate actively in class. I can and will 
still call on you to answer questions if you turn off your screen, and if you aren’t actually there I will mark you absent 
from class.  
 

12.)  I will report attendance for every class meeting to the main office; this will be done multiple times during each class 
and you will most likely not even realize I am doing so. In otherwords, be present the whole time every time unless 
your parent/guardian has followed proper procedures to call you off.  

  



Appendix A:      I am Not a Robot!  

(Or, Some Fun Facts About Ms. Neville in Case You’re Interested) 

 
 This is my seventeenth year teaching high school English. I love what I do! Without the ability to communicate 

effectively, life is much harder – so I work hard to help students develop the best skills possible. I am passionate 
about reading, writing, and advocating for young people.  
 

 I am an avid reader and writer, and a published poet. I strongly believe that as a language arts teacher it is my 
responsibility to be engaged both personally and professionally in the subject matter I teach!  
 

 I love to travel. I studied abroad in London, England for a whole summer, and in 2007 I did a teacher-to-teacher 
project in Istanbul, Turkey. I’ve also visited other countries in Europe, Asia, and Latin America. I’m currently making 
an effort to see more of the United States, because to be completely honest there is a vast amount of this country that 
I have yet to experience.  

 

 I’ve been a vegetarian since I was about your age. 
 

 I live in Cleveland in the Tremont neighborhood with my spouse, Chris, and our three cats Violet, Oscar, and 
Hermanito.  

 

 I have three nieces and three nephews, each of whom I absolutely adore. The oldest is a freshman at Kent State 
this year, and the youngest is in Pre-K!  

 

 I love physical activity of all sorts – I was a gymnast for many years and played softball and volleyball for many 
years.  I am also a certified yoga teacher! I’ve been practicing yoga since I was 19 and love sharing it with others.  

 

 I have a Bachelor of Science in Education (Integrated Language Arts 7-12) with a minor in English; also, I have 
a Master of Education (Curriculum & Instruction) degree and am also halfway through a Master of Arts in 
English degree.  

 

 I’m a National Board Certified Teacher (that’s a significant credential beyond a master’s degree).  
 

 A quick (but important) note about my name: I am MS. Neville, not MRS. Neville or MISS Neville. Yes, it 
matters! “Ms.” Is pronounced MIZ and “Neville” rhymes with “devil.” Thank you for using my correct name, just like 
I make an effort to use yours.  

 

  



Appendix B:   TOP 21st CENTURY JOB SKILLS 

 
 

1.) Critical thinking and problem solving 
 

2.) Collaboration across networks and leading by influence 
 

3.) Agility and adaptability 
 

4.) Initiative and entrepreneurship 
 

5.) Accessing and analyzing information 
 

6.) Effective oral and written communication 
 

7.) Curiosity and imagination 
 

8.) Willingness to experiment, take calculated risks, and tolerate 
failure 

 

9.) Capacity for “design thinking”: empathy, integrative thinking, 
optimism, experimentalism, and collaboration. 

 

 
Everything we do in this class helps to develop one or more of these skills! 

 
* Source: Creating Innovators: The Making of Young People Who Will Change the World by Tony Wagner, 2012 

 

  



Appendix C:   Syllabus Acknowledgment  

    & Brave Space Agreement 
Please read, sign, scan, and submit this page to Google Classroom as assigned.  

 
 

PART ONE: SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

By signing your name below, you acknowledge that (1) you have received this syllabus, (2) you have read it in its 

entirety, and (3) Ms. Neville has elaborated on it verbally and provided you with an opportunity to have any questions 

about its content addressed.  

 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________ 

Signature      Date 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Printed Full Name 

 

 

 

PART TWO: BRAVE SPACE AGREEMENT 
 

By signing your name below, you acknowledge that (1) as a community of learners we are bound by these five main 

elements of a Brave Space environment, and (2) Ms. Neville has verbally elaborated on these elements and has offered 

you the opportunity to have any questions about them addressed.  

 

(1) Controversy with civility – students respect varying opinions, even when they disagree. 
(2) Owning intentions and impacts – students acknowledge and discuss instances where a dialogue has affected 

the emotional well-being of another person.  
(3) Challenge by choice – students have an option to step in and out of challenging conversations.  
(4) Respect – students show respect for each others’ basic personhood.  
(5) No attacks – students agree to never inflict intentional harm upon another.  

 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________ 

Signature      Date 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Printed Full Name 

 
 

Brave Space elements are adapted from the NASPA Policy and Practices Series: Safe Spaces and Brave Spaces by Diana Ali, 2017.  

 


